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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 21, 2008
We welcome you to Grace Church ! Please be sure to turn your cell phone to silent or
turn it off when you enter. The Quiet will aid
everyone’s prayer.
Organ—Meine Seele erhebt den Herren, BWV 733
(Fugue on the Magnificat)

J. S. Bach

Introit—Rorate caeli
Mode 1
Let showers fall from the heavens, and let the clouds pour down the Just
One. Let the earth be open, and bring forth the Savior. Ps. The heavens
declare the glory of God, and the firmament shows his handiwork.
(Isaiah 45 & Psalm 19)
Opening Acclamation

Vz zyvyvzyvzz zYvzz yvzz yvzzyvzyz z cyvyvzyvzzRz z z z /
Vzz yvxxyccxycxz yvyvzz yvzz YvxxzyvzyvzzyvzzyccYvxrvzYvzz/
= Bless-ed be God: Fa- ther, Son and Ho- ly Spir- it;

+ And bless-ed be his king-dom, now and for- ev- er.

Kyrie eleison—Mass for Three Voices

A- men.

William Byrd

Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son
Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself;
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Reading—2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him
rest from all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan,
"See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent."
Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is
with you." But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: Go
and tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build
me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up
the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in
a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people
of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel,
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whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why have you
not built me a house of cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall say to my
servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture,
from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have
been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from
before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great
ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will
plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no
more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time
that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from
all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will
make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever
before me; your throne shall be established forever.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual—Magnificat
Betty Carr Pulkingham
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior; for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. From this day all
generations will call me blessed: the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name. He has mercy on those who fear him in every
generation. He has shown the strength of his arm, he has scattered the proud
in their conceit. He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has
lifted up the lowly. He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich
he has sent away empty. He has come to the help of his servant Israel, for he
has remembered his promise of mercy, the promise he made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever. (Luke 1)
Second Reading— Romans 16:25-27
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept
secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made
known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring
about the obedience of faith-- to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom
be the glory forever! Amen.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn 66
Alleluia
Cantor, then all repeat

Mode 1

McuvicxopcxzOcmccoivyivuyvTcmccyrvyiuvTvzzTcc/
Al- le- lu- ia,

al-

le-

lu-

ia,

al-

le-

lu- ia.

= Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord, let it be to me according to
your word. (Luke 1)
All repeat Alleluia
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Holy Gospel— Luke 1:26-38
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

Vzz z z z z6zvvvcczdrvczz Yz z z /

People

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored
one! The Lord is with you." But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be
no end." Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel
said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son
of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be
impossible with God." Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be
with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.

Vzz z z z z6vvvvzz drvccYvxx/

People

Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Homily

Mother Lindstrom

Nicene Creed—Hymnal, inside back cover
Prayers of the People—Form IV
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your
truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.
Here and after each petition is sung

Vzz yvrvyvtzvRv/vvrvztvzz Yvzz /
= Lord, in your mer-cy,

+ Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice
and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.
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Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use
its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may
serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them
courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may
be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your
eternal kingdom.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
Confession of Sin
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.
Amen.
The Celebrant says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Antiphon—O Oriens
Marc-Antoine Charpentier
O Oriens, splendor lucis aeternae, et sol justitiae: veni, et illumina sedentes
in tenebris et umbra mortis. (This text is the fifth of the seven ‘O Antiphons’.)
O Day-spring, brightness of the light everlasting, and sun of righteousness: come and
enlighten them that sit in darkness and the shadow of death.
Hymn 269
Eucharistic Prayer B

Sanctus arr. by James McGregor
Memorial Acclamation arr. by Mason Martens

MztyvzuczztycuyczzYv/cz ztycxuzcz yczz tvzYv/zx xz zyz7zKiczzucxxyuzz x x z
MxYTv/z vz ucyz7zKizczuvyuczyvYTv/vz z uvzuvuvzzyz7zKiz cuvzz
= The Lord be with you. + And al- so with you . = Lift up your

hearts. + We lift them to the Lord. = Let us give thanks to
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MuvyuvyvYv/vx uvucyz7zKicuvuzvuvzzyuvzz yvzxYTvzz z /
the Lord our God. + It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your
beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of
everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his
appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn
to proclaim the glory of your Name:

McTzHyz7zicUYxx x,cTzHyz7zicUYxx ,x xetzHyz7zicuytvYv,vxztvzzyuzz z z z
Mzxuvzz ytvzzTz z v.vz ivzz z z uvzz Yvzz yvyzz z ztczz yuxx uytccTxz z z .
Mevztyvytzz zHyx xyuvTvzzEv.cvtuvzzuvyvivuvzz z Yzvvz
Mzz yvyzvz yvzz tczyuzz z uyTv.vevtyvytvHyx xzyuvTvzz zEvz/
Ho-

ly,

pow’r and might!

ho-

ly,

ho-

ly

Lord,

God of

Heav’n and earth are full of your glo-

Ho- san- na in the high- est.

in the Name of the Lord.

ry

Bless- ed is he who comes

Ho- san- na

in the high- est.

The people remain standing. The celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him,
you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life. On the night before he died for us, our
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he
took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his
command, O Father,

Mztz z yz z z uvzz uvzzuzvUcc,zzczuvzuz zvuvzz uvyvuvzYvTzz zc,z
We re- mem- ber his death,
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We pro- claim his re- sur- rec- tion,
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Mzztvzyvzzuvuvzuvzz yvztvzYvzzYccxx/
We a- wait his com- ing in glo- ry;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you,
gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite
us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where,
with the ever-blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of
our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.
Lord’s Prayer
The Celebrant begins

MyvzYvztcxz ycxucxzuvcyvzz uvzzyvzz Tcc,czztycxucxyuczz ycxzYcx/
Mtyvzz uzvuzzvyvizvuvzYvzzTv,cxuvytcxtycxucxyuvzYczz ,z
Muzvizzvuvzz YTv,zz yvuvyvYTv,cyvzzuvzyczzytcztycxzuvzz
MyuvzzYv.vtvyczzuvicxz ucxzyczzuz z YTcx,z ycxzuvicxuczz yvycxz
MtcxTczz,xyz z yxz ztx xzyz z zcz uz z z z yz z z uvcycxtccYzz z z Yz z.z z evztvyzz z z
MuczycxtcxzyvzytvTzz mz z tz z tz z yz z yz z yz z xuz z ytzz zTz z.z z evtvyzz z yz z z
Muzz z z Yz z,z ztcxztz vyvzz ycxzuz z ytcxzTz ,x tczzyz z yczz uz z ytzz zTz z.z ztz zTYx/
And now as our Sa-vior Christ has taught us,

we are bold to say,

All continue

Our Fa- ther, who art in hea- ven,

thy king-dom come,

hea- ven.

pass-es,

thy will be done,

hal- low- ed be thy Name,

on earth as it

is

in

Give us this day our dai- ly bread, and for-give us our tres-

as we for-give those who tres- pass a-gainst us. And lead us

not in- to temp- ta- tion, but de-liv- er us from e- vil. For thine is the

king-dom and the pow’r and the glo- ry, for ev- er and ev- er. A- men.

Agnus Dei—Mass for Three Voices

William Byrd

Holy Communion
This is an open altar and all who are baptized and desire to receive the Body and Blood of
Christ are invited to do so. If you have difficulty with steps, there is a hand rail on the far
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side of the pulpit to assist you or you may inform an usher and communion will be brought to
you at your seat. Please move toward the aisle to receive.
Communion Antiphon—Ecce concipiet
Mode 1
Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son: and the name by which he
shall be called is Emmanuel. (Isaiah 7)
Post-Communion Prayer
Grant, we pray, Almighty God, that as the coming festival of our redemption
draws near, we who have received this pledge of eternal salvation may
increase in faith, hope and love, that we may worthily celebrate the mystery
of the birth of your only begotten Son; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Seasonal Blessing and Dismissal
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us
in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free
from all sin. Amen.
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you
steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second
Advent be rewarded with unending life. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Hymn 56
Organ—Prelude on Veni, veni, Emmanuel
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