
Third Sunday of Advent (Year B) 
 

Alternative Gospel—John 3: 23-30 (NRSV) 
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       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Je- sus  Christ     according to   John.  +  Glory 
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       to you, Lord Christ.      John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim because 
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      wa-ter was  a-   bun-dant there;    and people kept coming and were being bap- 
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       tized.       John, of course, had not yet been thrown into pris-  on.       Now 
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     a discussion about purification arose between John’s disciples and a Jew. 
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       They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi,   the one who was with you across 
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       the Jordan,      to  whom you  tes- ti-  fied,      here he is baptizing, and all are 
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     going to    him.    John answered, “No one can receive anything except what has 
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     been given from hea-  ven.     You yourselves are my witnesses that I said, ‘I 
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        am not the  Mes- si-   ah,       but I have been sent a-head of   him.’    He who 
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     has the bride is the bride-groom.   The friend of the bridegroom,    who stands 
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      and hears him,    rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice.      For this reason 
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     my joy has been ful-  filled.     He  must  in-  crease,        but   I   must  de- 
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     crease.    The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 
 


